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SUBJECT;    Next  year's  garden  plans.    Information  from  garden  specialists  of  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 

With  the  young  people  going  back  to  school  this  month,  mothers  naturally 
think  of  things  to  be  learned.    Just  think  what  a  lot  of  things  you  learned  this 
year  fron  your  Victory  garden.    It's  no  snail  education  to  understand  how  vegetables 
grow  from  seeds  6r  plants,  and  that  it  talces  a  good  bit  of  hard  work  and  care  to 
bring  then  up  from  the  seed  stage  to  that  of  food  for  the  family. 

But  we  must  have  learned  a  good  bit,  too,  that  will  make  us  better  gardeners 
next  year.    How  about  the  varieties  of  vegetables  you  grew  this  year?    T/ere  they  all 
so  good  you  ejqject  to  grov:  them  again  next  year  or  do  you  expect  to  look  for  improved 
varieties?    Did  you  have  the  sea.son  well  covered,  or  did  you  fail  to  select  early, 
mediuin  and  late  varieties  and  so  spread  then  out  over  as  long  a  harvest  season  as 
possible?    '•Jith  many  kinds, such  as  tomatoes  and  beans,  it  is  possible  to  have  quite  a 
long  productive  season  by  careful  selection  of  varieties,  but  one  needs  to  watch  that 
too  nany  do  not  nature  about  the  sane  tine  and  then  leave  you  for  a  long  stretch  with 
none  of  that  vegetable  coning  in. 

Or  naybe  you  went  in  for  variety  in  a  big  way  this  year  and  now  can  profit 
fron  v/hat  you  found  out  about  each.    One  suburban  gardener  reports  that  she  planted  - 
five  varieties  of  tomatoes  this  year,  determined  to  have  tonatoes  early  and  late. 
This  she  did  but  has  found  she  could  h3,ve  done  it  just  as  well  with  three  varieties 
that  V7ere  best  liked  by  her  family.    So  she  will  onit  two  varieties  next  year  and 
concentrate  on  the  three  they  liked  best. 

If  you  had  discouraging  results  with  some  of  your  vegetables,  better  find  out 


whether  it  night  have  been  the  fpult  of  your  gr.rden  soil.    Soils  are  so  different, 
even  in  the  sane  locality,  end  vegetables  differ,  too,  in  their  soil  requirements. 
That  is  a  good  prohlen  for  your  garden  leader.    For  exanple,  if  you  tried  to  grow 
long,  slender  carrots  in  your  garden  and  they  turned  out  to  "be  short  and  stubby,  it 
could  have  been  the  soil.    That  could  be  checked  before  next  season  opens,  so  you 
could  select  the  varieties  likely  to  do  best  in  your  garden  soil. 

Another  point  vje  should  all  check  is  whether  vie  had  the  proper  anount  of  the 
leafy  green  vegetables  for  salads  ejid  for  cooking  greens.    There  is  such  a  fine  array 
of  kinds  that  ne  can  easily  have  then  throughout  the  growing  season.    And  we  can  even 
Ijave  more  than  one  variety  ready  to  use  at  the  sane  tine,    Fron  this  year's  experi- 
ence, you  will  Icnow  T,?hether  to  continue  planting  the  anount  you  had  this  year  or  to 
increase  the  anount.    And  you  won't  forget,  I  an  sure,  what  an  advantage  it  was  to 
have  sone  seeds  ready  to  sow  in  the  rows  vacated  by  early  vegeta>bles  like  radishes. 
Succession  planting  not  only  saves  roon.    It  also  gives  you  a  chance  to  be  thrifty 
and  put  in  a  second  crop  to  use  any  fertilizer  that  nay  have  been  left  by  the  first 
crop. 

You  probably  won't  repeat  ajny  vegetables  that  were  distinctly  unpopular  with 
your  fanily.    That  is,  \inless  you  decide  there  ni£;ht  be  new  ways  of  preparing  then 
that  night  connend  then  to  your  fanily.    And  you  rill  have  plenty  of  those  that  were 

especially  popular.    But  you  do  need  to  renenber  those  especially  urged  for  good 
nutrition  and  not  be  influenced  too  nuch  by  likes  or  dislikes.    A  second  trial  of  the 
less  popular  vegetables  night  be  nore  successful.    One  has  to  learn  to  like  sone 
things. 

Then  hov  about  diseases?    If  you  had  this  trouble,  perhaps  you  did  not  buy 

disease-resistant  varieties,  or  were  not  careful  to  buy  disease-free  seed.  Sone 
diseases  can  be  conbated  by  sprays  or  dusts,  but  the  najority  do  not  yield  to  treat- 

nent.    The  way  to  avoid  trouble  with  then  is  to  buy  seed  and  strains  which  will  give 

you  reasonable  freedon  fron  disease. 

This  is  a  good  tine  to  review  the  garden  successes  and  failures  of  this  year  

and  jot  down  sone  notes  that  will  serve  as  reninders  to  guide  you  next  year   if 

you  plan  to  grow  a  garden  then. 
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